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NATIONAL FOREST FOUNDATION BOARD GATHERS IN SANTA BARBARA, 
HONORS LOCAL CONSERVATIONISTS 

 
SANTA BARBARA, California—Oct. 24, 2007—The National Forest Foundation (NFF) – a 
national nonprofit dedicated to the conservation of America’s National Forests – will present its 
2007 Conservation Leadership Awards to two California honorees. On Saturday, Oct. 27, at the 
Santa Barbara Club, the NFF will recognize Congressman Robert Lagomarsino along with Yvon 
Chouinard and Patagonia Inc. – both for decades of working on behalf of America’s wild places. 
 
Throughout his 25-year political career, Congressman Lagomarsino has worked tirelessly to 
protect and improve our wild lands, clean air and water resources. As a state senator, he enacted 
the Marine Resources Protection Act and the California Wild and Scenic Rivers legislation. As a 
U.S. congressman, he authored legislation that created the Channel Islands National Park, the 
Dick Smith Wilderness Area, and the Los Padres National Forest. He continues to serve 
California’s communities and conservation interests by sitting on many nonprofit boards and 
advisory councils. 
 
Under the visionary leadership of founder Yvon Chouinard, Patagonia has become an 
international model for corporate philanthropy and environmental commitment. The company 
has demonstrated deep support for grass-roots organizations working to protect habitat and 
biodiversity – contributing more than $29 million to more than 1,000 groups in 20 years. 
Patagonia co-founded “The Conservation Alliance” in 1989 to encourage outdoor industry 
companies to support conservation. In 2001, Chouinard and his company started “One Percent 
for the Planet,” an alliance of businesses that contribute at least one percent of sales back to 
protection and restoration of the environment. 
 
“The NFF builds its work from the strength of community engagement in caring for the forests 
and watersheds that enrich all of our lives,” said NFF President William J. Possiel. “It’s only 
fitting that we honor two individuals that exemplify the spirit of citizen- and community-based 
conservation as Yvon Chouinard and Congressman Lagomarsino do.” 
 
 



- more - 
 
Local Congresswoman Lois Capps – also a champion of conservation issues – will appear at the 
event, speaking to the values of America’s public lands and helping to lead off the presentation 
of the conservation awards. 
 
The NFF will be in Santa Barbara Oct. 26-27 for its quarterly board of directors meeting. NFF 
Board Chairman David Bell will present the awards during Saturday’s reception, and Santa 
Barbara Mayor Marty Blum will issue official letters of recognition from the city to each of the 
honorees. U.S. Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell – an ex officio member of the NFF board – 
will also attend the event. 
 
 
About the National Forest Foundation 
The National Forest Foundation is a nonprofit partner of the U.S. Forest Service, dedicated to 
engaging Americans in the conservation and stewardship of our National Forests and Grasslands. 
To learn more about the National Forest Foundation, please visit www.natlforests.org; for 
information on recreation and volunteer opportunities on our National Forests and becoming a 
Friend of the Forest

®, visit www.becomeafriend.org.  
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